[Anti TNF-α (infliximab) treatment for intravenous immunoglobulin (IVIG) resistance patients with acute Kawasaki disease the effects of anticytokine therapy].
Among the patients with acute Kawasaki disease treated with intravenous immunoglobulin (IVIG), 10-20 % demonstrate resistance or incomplete effects. Cardiac complication such as the coronary arterial aneurysm is frequent in these patients. For patients with IVIG-resistance, we have surveyed the efficacy and safety of anti-cytokine therapy with use of infliximab (Remicade), chimera type anti TNF-α agent, for children. After May, 2005, Remicade has been used in >500 pediatric patients in whom IVIG and intravenous methylprednisolone pulse therapy did not show significant effects. The efficacy and safety of Remicade on patients with IVIG-resistant Kawasaki disease has been observed but 10~20 % of patients was Remicade-resistant. Re-treatment with IVIG or steroids was also effective. The efficacy of Remicade for reducing the fever duration, CRP, WBC counts was promising, but reduction of the incidence of coronary aneurysm was not confirmed. Randomized clinical trial will be needed.